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ideal. The compact with Adam and the origi sin shifted the responsibility of this corrupt) from God, so that he felt himself free to ex; gerate it as much as he pleased without a shad of reflection on God's sanctity. And what coi be more apparent, both in the memory of his o1 struggle and in the world about him, than t appalling corruption and resistance to eve elevating influence? Paul had been so eonvii ing because he started throughout from this f; of consciousness. And when St. Paul went to say that only ' the grace of God ' could 1 us above this awful corruption of our natu he seemed to be pointing an almost equa obvious moral. In this way aboriginal corrupt! and the necessity for 'grace' (vaguely coneeiv as divine assistance) were facts both of constiot ness and Scripture for Augustine. lie felt disposition whatever to explain away St. Pai vigorous presentment of that dual fact, nor coi he sympathise with, or see any honest reason i such an extenuation. Moreover, he was qu insensible to the force of the ethical eonsiderath that moved Pelagius that it was unjust to puni the race for the sin of Adam ; that it was b; barous to damn an infant that had never knoi